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colleague and Ohio Governor Ted Strickland
will present Clarence with the inaugural award.
| know of no finer person to receive this distin-
guished recognition in its first year than my
friend, Clarence Seavers.

Wherever one goes in Erie County OH,
there will be Clarence Seavers. Well into his
eighth decade of life, Mr. Seavers remains an
active community participant. Not one to seek
the glory of leadership, he is nonetheless a
community leader in the truest sense, leading
us by example to be good citizens.

A lifelong resident of Sandusky, Mr. Seavers
is a World War Il veteran, and was inducted
into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame for his
service with the 811th Aviation Engineering
Battalion. He served the whole of U.S. involve-
ment, 1941-1945, building airfields in the Pa-
cific Theatre. Following military service, Mr.
Seavers joined the ranks of the civil service,
working as a clerk for the U.S. Postal Service
for 30 years until his 1978 retirement.

In addition to his presence at many commu-
nity events, Mr. Seavers has also formally
given of his time in numerous ways. He has
served on the boards of the YMCA, Goodwill
Industries, Providence Hospital, Firelands Re-
gional Medical Center, Erie County Board of
Elections, Erie County Health Department,
Chamber of Commerce, Boy Scouts and Erie
Huron Community Action Commission. He is a
lifetime member of the NAACP and a member
of St. Stephen’s AME Church. He volunteers
as a baseball umpire and at the Ohio Vet-
erans Home. His community calls him “one of
Erie County’s heroes and treasures,” a senti-
ment | echo. Yet, true to the man, Clarence
Seavers says of his involvement, “| just tried
to give something back. As long as you’re
able, you can never give back too much.”

Clarence Seavers has never been one to
hide his light beneath a bushel. Instead, he
has let his light shine forth in guidance. Quiet,
humble, with graceful dignity, he is a fine ex-
ample of the best that is in us. He has been
a wise counsel to me, and countless others,
and we dearly value his friendship. Clarence
Seavers has spent his lifetime in achievement,
and | am so honored to share with my col-
leagues a glimpse at the embodiment of a true
American patriot as | congratulate Clarence
Seavers on his receipt of this distinguished
recognition.

—

RECOGNIZING SPECIAL AGENT
JAMES G. MACFARLANE
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Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the accomplishments of Special
Agent James G. Macfarlane, currently the
Deputy Inspector General and Deputy Assist-
ant Director for the Office of Inspections of the
Naval Criminal Investigative Service, NCIS. He
will retire on March 1, 2007, after more than
23 years of service to our great Nation.

Jim began his career as a special agent
with the then Naval Investigative Service in
1983 as a general crimes investigator at
Portsmouth, VA. Special Agent Macfarlane
was then selected as the Special Agent Afloat
aboard the USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) in
June 1985. While serving aboard the JFK, Jim
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helped arrange law enforcement and force
protection support required as the JFK was
selected to participate in the rededication of
the Statue of Liberty and the first naval
“OPSAIL” celebration in New York City.

In 1986, Jim was selected as the Represen-
tational Resident Agent (RRA) at the Naval In-
vestigative Service resident Unit in Misawa,
Japan. In 1989, Jim was reassigned to NCIS
Headquarters and worked in the Offensive
Counterintelligence Operations Division, where
he served with distinction for 5 years. During
this time, SA Macfarlane was selected to at-
tend Strategic Arms Reduction Training and
deployed to Votkinsk, Russia, for 3 weeks in
1992 as the inspection team’s Cl specialist. In
January 1994, Jim was selected to attend the
Military Operations Training Course. In May
1994, he was reassigned as senior special
agent working counterintelligence cases in
Okinawa, Japan.

In 1996, Jim was selected as a Supervisory
Special Agent (SSA) and began his first su-
pervisory assignment at the NCIS Washington
DC Field office where he provided Counter-
intelligence support to Navy special access
programs. In 1997, Jim established the NCIS
office at the Naval Surface Warfare Center,
Dahlgren, VA, where he was cited by DoD for
setting the standard in providing Counterintel-
ligence support to Navy Research, Develop-
ment, Test, and Evaluation (RTD&E) pro-
grams. In 1999, Jim returned to the Wash-
ington DC field office, where he became the
SSA for all offensive Cl activities. In 2000, he
was selected as the SSA for the Office of
Special Projects and in August 2001, Jim was
promoted to GS—14 and selected as the As-
sistant Special Agent-in-Charge (ASAC), NCIS
Middle East Field Office, in Manama Babhrain.

Jim served as the sole ASAC during a pe-
riod of great national interest and military ac-
tivity, supporting both OPERATIONS ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM. Jim
brought great credit upon himself and the
NCIS during his tenure in the Middle East and
was awarded the Superior Civilian Service
Award.

In July 2003, Jim was promoted to GS-15
and assigned as the Senior NCIS Representa-
tive to Headquarters Marine Corps (HQMC).
For his significant efforts at HQMC, he was
awarded the Marine Corps’ Meritorious Civilian
Service Award. In 2005, Jim was selected for
his current position as the Deputy Inspector
General.

| wish to express my gratitude to Special
Agent MacFarlane for his many years of dis-
tinguished service to this country.

—

IN MEMORY OF MR. ROBERT
GUSTAFSON
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Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, |
want to recognize the life and achievements of
a great business leader, teacher, and Michi-
gander, Mr. Robert Gustafson, who passed
away on February 20,2007.

While Mr. Gustafson’s career rose to great
heights as CEO and Chairman of Hubert Dis-
tributors, Inc. in Pontiac, Michigan, his humble
beginnings give insight into his future achieve-
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ments. After graduating from Western Michi-
gan University in Kalamazoo, Mr. Gustafson
became a teacher at Wayland High School in
Wayland, Michigan. An avid music fan, his
leadership of the school’s band program saw
a threefold increase in student participation
during his tenure.

After teaching, Mr. Gustafson went on to
pursue his interest in aviation. He founded
Michigan Air Activities, where he taught hun-
dreds of students under the Federal G.I. flight
program, as well as sold and repaired aircraft.
In addition, Michigan Air Activities had a fleet
of aircraft that serviced well known customers
such as General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler.
Mr. Gustafson would later establish Kala-
mazoo Aviation and serve as President of the
Airport Advisory Group.

Mr. Gustafson then joined Hubert Distribu-
tors where he oversaw the construction of one
of their warehouses. From there he rose up
the ranks from a sales manager to the CEO
and Chairman. Utilizing his teaching experi-
ence, Mr. Gustafson overhauled the employee
training program at Hubert by writing, pro-
ducing, and directing the training videos that
are required for all new hires.

Yet Mr. Gustafson’s works reach beyond the
realm of business as he was actively involved
in philanthropy and charitable work. The Rob-
ert Gustafson Wing of St. Joseph Mercy Oak-
land Hospital bears witness to his commitment
to give back to the community.

Today, | remember Mr. Robert Gustafson
for his lifetime of service and dedication to our
community. My sincerest thoughts and prayers
go out to his family and loved ones.

REMBERING STATE SENATOR
ADELARD L. “ABE” BRAULT

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
bring the attention of the House to the passing
of Virginia State Senator Abe Brault on Feb-
ruary 13, 2007. Senator Brault served in the
Virginia General Assembly for 18 years, in-
cluding a term as majority leader from 1976 to
1980.

A Navy veteran who served during WWII,
Abe opened a law practice in Fairfax County
during the 1950s and dedicated his life to
serving those in Fairfax and the surrounding
area. He was a good man who served Virginia
well and | was honored to know him. A family
man and true Virginia gentleman, Abe died at
the age of 97 and is survived by his wife,
three children, and nine grandchildren, and 14
great-grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | insert for the RECORD an
obituary published in The Washington Post
which details the many accomplishments of
Senator Brault.

[From Washingtonpost.com, Feb. 14, 2007]
ADELARD L. ‘ABE’ BRAULT, 97; INFLUENTIAL
N. VA. SENATOR
(By Adam Bernstein)

Adelard L. ‘“Abe” Brault, 97, a feisty Fair-
fax County Democrat who retired in 1983
after 18 years in the Virginia Senate, includ-
ing a term as majority leader, died Feb. 13 at
his home in Front Royal, Va. He had pneu-
monia.
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